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Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
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accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 133 is: 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in 



jj^l complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 



1. 



2. 



.W with for the loliowwg i wuik>- 

"Ii-b^.^ 

Sr comprising a deforce "^.^SS top surface, said walls in use 
side walls, said side walls bemg **f"^ ™£ "™ substantially dinner in width than said 

comprising a hollow conical shape where in «" «" consi tooJ tot die hollow conical shape of 
cone'defonns or rhe s,d. walls of sard con, deform- ^^^^ y„ „f said hollow 

Cairns » - «~t toa forehead - ™^^t^aV^^^ 

rr™hts»^.^<^»^"^^ f ^ 

Since to ahovementiooed ^ ~ - ^^or^to 



3. 



4. Consequently, this report has been 



established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 



(X] all parts. 

Q the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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I. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 





1-9 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Claims 




YES 


Claims 


1-9 


NO 


Claims 




' YES 


Claims 


1-9 


NO 



Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



ClaimS 1 " 3 , . • prT Article 33(2) for novelty. The prior ait published before 

deform. 

Claims5-8 M f2 Uor novelty. The prior ait published before 

Sec however the indication contained* Box VI "Certain documents cited". 
Itisn.tedmatsincec^ 

considered as part of each group of claims for which the figures relate to. 
Inventive Step (IS] Claims 1-9 

— *e .»* », T *™ cassis ifesssss* 

Step became the prior an Joes not obvtondy s ^^"^^\*Xe ™ o surfaee and » base eonneeted by 
compressible. 

aH d Cairn 4 meeutbe eHrer ia - out « ,PCT ^f s ^^^S^« ^ ^ 
said hollow cone deforms or the side walls of said cone deform. 
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Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
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Date of written disclosure 
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JoxNo.VHI Certain 

— — — — 

The following observauons on the clarity oi 

supportedby the description, are made: t <5 h Q uld be appended to claim S.instead. 

instead. 
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Supplemental Box 

~ „f th a nrecedine boxes is not sufficient 

In case the space in any of the preceding 

Continuation of: V 

Claims 5-8 y ~ ^ regard t0 the requirement of Inventive Step 

deformable resilient member. • 

j t*^ vt "Certain documents cited . 



ISda5fii ^ EEll£ ^^ to meet the requirements of Indus*al Applicability u,der Article 

The invention defined m the claims i f™ 6 *** ^ . industry . 
33(4) of the PCT because it can be made by, or useo in, 

^ssasaKSSSsss ass xssssss. 

particular relevance. 

Under thePCT.novelty is con^^^^ 

a do^ent published after the P^^teis dep. d£ ^ «^ have been included Here for informal 
consideration in preliminary examination, under the rX- 
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X 
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US 61 1 9693 A (KWOK et al) 1 9 September 2000 
Whole document 



EP 1205205 A2 (GOTTLIEB WEINMANN GERATE FUR MEDIZIN UND 
ARBEITSSCHUTZ GMBH & CO) 15 May 2002 
Whole document 

DE 10045183 Al (MAP MEDIZINTECHNIK FUR ARZT UND PATIENT GMBH & 
CO KG) 16 May 2002 
Whole document 

US 2003/0066531 Al (GRADON et al) 10 April 2003 
Whole document 



1,2 



1,2 



1-4 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C 
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document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition 
or other means 

document published prior to the international tiling date 
but later than the priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date ot priority date and not in 

conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle or theory 

underlying the invention 
"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel 

or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is taken 

alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more other 
such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

M &" document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
26 August 2004 



Date of mailing of the international search report _ j <jr£p 2004 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02)6285 3929 



Authorized officer 

SUE THOMAS 

Telephone No : (02) 6283 2454 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application Mo. 
PCT/NZ2004/000165 



C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to 
claim No. 



P,X 



P,X 



US 2004/0045551 Al (EATON et al) 11 March 2004 
Whole document 



WO 2004/022145 Al (RESMED LIMITED) 18 March 2004 
Page 20, lines 7-23 Figs. 63-66 



1,7,9. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2004/000165 



Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. 1 1 Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. I | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in acc ordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 
Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet. 



I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

fx] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

I - ] As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

— covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
' ' restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

| ] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In corning to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1 to 5 are directed to a forehead rest for a respiratory mask including a deformable resilient member 
comprising a top surface and a base connected by two side walls, said top surface being substantially thicker 
than said side walls. It is considered that said top surface being substantially thicker than said side walls 
comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2 . Claim 6 is directed to a forehead test for a respiratory mask including a deformable resilient member 
comprising a hollow conical shape. It is considered that the hollow conical shape of said deformable resilient 
member comprises a second "special technical feature". 

3. Claims 7 to 10 are directed to a forehead rest for a respiratory mask including a user-adjustable deformable 
resilient member configured to in use rest against the face of a patient. It is considered that the adjustability of 
the deformable resilient member comprises a third "special technical feature". 

It is noted that claim 1 1 is defined by the accompanying figures of the specification and, as such, unity of invention 
exists between claim 1 1 and each group of claims. 



Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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